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WEB CAM WITH AN INTERLUDE SWITCH 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A web cam with an interlude switch, wherein the interlude switch can be 
toggled between a view and an interlude mode. In its view mode, the web cam captures 
images of a scene for their transmittal to a web cam page hosted at a web site. With the 
switch in its interlude mode, the web cam system replaces the live images with interlude 
content which is prerecorded content which may include still and video images, slide shows, 
or advertisements. The prerecorded interlude content may be stored locally at the host 
computer, or it may be stored at and/or provided from a remote site. A user viewing a web 
cam page in its interlude mode, will see prerecorded interlude content as if it was provided by 
the digital camera. The interlude switch may be a manual or an automatic switch configured 
to switch between its view and interlude modes based on the occurrence of external events. 
The external events may include an outgoing or an incoming telephone call. Alternately, 
external events such as motion, light, sound levels, movement of doors and windows could be 
used to cause the interlude switch to toggle from the interlude to the view mode and vice 
versa. The interlude switch may be a tethered switch or one which is configured to wirelessly 
receive input and cause the web cam to switch between a view and an interlude mode. 


WC 9036692 vl 


15 


